The Great
J 'TEKAMTHI, Also
- Called TECUMSEH

It was the ninth of March in the year 1768
when a great meteor—a shooting star—
flamed across the sky with a light brtght as
fireworks,

In the English colonies those who saw it
remnarked about the beauty of the
heavens; some said it was an
omen, a sign of changes to come.

The Indians, teo, saw it as an
'W“ gave ﬂ'ﬁ“fﬂfﬂmﬁd omen. The Shawnee tribes told
m.umlns, valleys full of siories of the stars: this one, the
game,” said Tecumseh.“In  <pooting star, was a great spirit
ﬂ":ﬁ“ﬁﬂ US.-UM  called “the Panther.” Each night it

S RARVET hassed somewhere over the earth,
| heading for a deep hole and sleep,

Puclmlqwah the Shawnee chief, was awed by the star. He §
had n seen one of such brilliance. At the very moment
the star blirst over his head he heard the cry of a new baby.

t was his son, born under a shooting star. Pucksinwah knew
it was a good sign. He named the boy “The Panther Passing
Across,” I|!1 the Shawnee language that was Tek-gm-thi,

The hd:.r did not disappoint. Before he was 10 it was
lmown that he would be a leader. He could run faster than [
the others, he could shoot an arrow straighter, he could re- &4
member r}tﬂrc. and he didn't brag, ;

At 11 I]IL‘,- bl @ yew Iricinl; & white boy was adopted o
the tribe. It was not unusual to have whites become Indians.
Some werg captured in raids, some were orphans who need- [
e care, some chose (o become Indians. (The great Shawnes

chief Blue Jacket, though he tried to hide it, had once been white.)

Tekamthi's new friend taught him to speak English, and, since
Tekamthi had a quick mind, he learned easily. He wanted to learn more,
s0 the boy taught him to read and write. That was unusual. Many
Indians learned to speak English; few could write it.

Tekamthi learned other things: to love the land and its animals; to
know the plants that heal and those that harm. He learned to hunt and
was s00n the best in his tribe. And he learned of the Great Spirit who
ruled the earth and sides, and Tekamthi believed.

He met the white men who were coming into his land—the land of
Kentueky and Ohio. He respected the brave men like Daniel Boone, bt
others he grew to hate. For they killed his father and took his land and
made promises they did not keep.

Always the white men told the Indians that if they just moved once
maore they would be secure. If they just signed a treaty, they would have
land -and would not have to move again. And some of the Indians be-
lieved them. Tekamthi did not,

He wanted the white men to go back—over the mountains—and
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were moving in. Harrison was afraid that Tecumseh was too powerful,
that the Indlans would endanger the white settlers,

William Henry Harrison—tall, slim, and soldierly—had been trained
to be a leader. He was the son of Benjamin Harrison, who signed the
Declaration of Independence and was governor ol Virginia. Young
Harrison wished to prove himself, So, in 1811, when he knew Tecumseh
was far away visiting tribes in Alabama, Harrison marched Lo the
Shawnes camp on the banks of the Tippecanoe River. The Prophet was
in charge. He knew nothing of military leadership; he thought his bellef
in the Great Spirit would be enough. The Prophet told his ioliowers that
God would make the bullets bounce off their chests. He may have be-
lieved that. When Harrison and his army were just a mile away from the
Indian village, the Prophet and his men attacked. "

|

R 1oave the hunting lands of the West for the Indians. He
| would make the white men go. He would do it by unifing

the Indian tribes. One strand of hair, he said, is easily

snapped. But a thick braid is almost impossible to bear.

He would braid the tribes into a mighty league. His
brother would help him. .

Telcamnthi was musewlar and well-built, and his face was
s0 handsome that men and women remarked about (t.
When he danced the part of a warrlor, it was with such
strength that everyons forgot that he had & wounded leg,
wihich gave bim a limp.

Tekamthi's brother, Tenskwatawa, was stmall and home
Iy, but he was a shaman (SHAY-mun}—a religious leader,
Hee was catled *The Prophet,” and was renowned [or his
wisdom. Together the brothers made an awesome team.

They told the Indians to stop drinking the white men's
liguor—that it only made them weak. And the tribesmen
atopped, They tald them to go back to Indian ways and T
be proud of their heritage. And the Indlans did that too.

Tekamthi wishaed to lead his peaple in the ways of
goodness, He wished to follow the best of the Great
Spirit's teachings. His people belicved in him.

Tekamthi traveled far to reach other tribes: he went to the land the
white men called Mew York and then to lands west of the great
Mississippl. Everywhere he gathered followers, although when he went
South, to visit the powerful Cherekees, their chiefs would not join with
hirm. They liked the ways of the white people. Tekamthi said he did not
want to fight the white men, he wanted to share the land, but if the
whites would not share, he would fight.

The whites called hir Tecumseh and knew be was powerful. Some
white Protestant ministers—members of the Shakers—came to listen to
Tecumseh and his brother the Prophet. They were surprised by what
they heard and mightily impressed, They wrote a report in May 1807,
This is what they wrote:

Chr feelings were like facoh's when he criad oud “surely the Lord is
ine this place, and [ ket i nof., " Alfough these poor Shaurmees
Furve lrad mo particidar irstrction buf whet they recefed from the
outpsuring of the Spirit, yel in point of real light and tenderstivad-
iteg, as well 7s belurvior, they shame the Christiom world,

William Henry Harrison, who had been appointed governor of the
Indiana Territory, was worried about Tecumseh, Most of the Indiana
Territory, by treaty, was supposed to be [ndian land. But white settlers
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Trapped by Harrson neer Lake Ere wien the British
refreated, Tecumseh fll at the Battle of the Thames.
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The battle &t Tippecanoe ended any hope for the cre-
ation of a united Indian nation that could forge a
peace batween the Native Americans and the whites.

Bullets did not bounce off their chests, Indians
died. Actoally, two of Harrlson's soldlers died for
eyvery Indian killed. But the Shawnee village was
destroyed and the Shawnes hearts went with It.

Harrizon claimed a great victory at Tippecanoe.
B made him a national hero. His nickname became

| =0kd Tippecanoe.”

The tribes would ae longer unite behind
Tecumseh. Mo leader was ever able to braid them
together. In 1813, Tecumseh fought with the
British against the Amerlcans and was killed in bat-
tle, White men moved into the ndiana Territory.
The treaties with the Indians were forgotten.
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