
Chapter 15 Test ~ Study Guide 
Terms: 

1. Popular Sovereignty:      2. Sectionalism: 

 

3. Martyr:       4. Secession: 

 

Names (Who are they and why important): 
 

1. Franklin Pierce: 

 

 

2. Stephen A. Douglas: 

 

 

3. Abraham Lincoln: 

 

 

4. John Brown: 

 

 

5. Jefferson Davis: 

 

 

6. Roger B. Taney: 

 

 

7. Henry Clay:  

 

 

Concepts: 

1. Explain the Fugitive Slave Act and its effects on both Northerners and Southerners. 

 

 

 

2. What was the Wilmot Proviso and why was it important? 

 

 

 

3. Kansas / Nebraska Act:  Who proposed it and what was it? 

 

 

 

4. What was Bleeding Kansas and why was it important? 

 

 

 

5. 1858 Lincoln / Douglas debates for U.S. Senate:  What state, major issue, each candidate’s stance on the issue, and who 

won? 

 

 

 

6. Who is associated with the Freeport Doctrine and what was it? 

 

 

 

7. Who ran in the Election of 1860 and what were the results? 

 



8. Whose name did not appear on most southern ballots in the Presidential election of 1860? 

 

 

9. How did southerners justify succession?  Explain.   

 

 

 

10. Who proposed a last minute Constitutional Amendment to try to keep the country unified?  What was the compromise 

called and what would it have done?   

 

 

 

11. Where was Fort Sumter, what happened, and why important? 

 

 

 

Reading Passages: 

 

 

 
 
Essay Questions:  One of the following historical questions will be randomly chosen and you need to write as essay (5-8 

complete sentences) using the Claim (Thesis) – Evidence (Specific S.S. Details) - Reasoning Format that answers the 

question. 
 

1.  How did sectionalism lead to the Civil War? 

2.  Why was the Dred Scott Supreme Court decision important in American history? 

3.  Was John Brown a radical murderer or a hero?  Defend your position. 

Create an outline for each essay topic 

 

 

 

 

 

 


